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PROCEEDINGS 





Tylertown, Miss., Oct, 5. 1917. 


The Walthall County Baptist Association met with the 
Centerville church on the date above. The Moderator being 
absent the body was called to order by the Clerk, 

After a song and prayer, Brother W. H. Crawford was 
called to the chair to act as temporary Moderator. He ap- 
pointed Bros. A. D. Souls and W. A. Murry reading clerks and 
Bros. J. D. Thornhill, R. L. Simmons and J. W. Estus a finan- 
cial committee, 

Following these appointments was a roll call of the 
ehurehes. All responded with letters and delegates, Enon’s 
letter being received Saturday. Churches with their delegates 
are as follows: i 

Centerville—D, R. Smith, R. E. Smith, W. B. MeDaniel, 
Geroddy Smith and B. B. Holmes. 

Crystal Springs—T. A. Pigott, I. I. Pigott, W. A. Pigott 
and W. W. Bullock. 

Enon—Oliver Wrind. 

Knox—M., D. Brumfield, G. M. Pittman, 

Miso—W. A, Lee, W. J. O’Quinn, E. R. O’Quinn and J. B. 
Johnson. 

Magee’s Creek—J. D. Thornhill, E. C, Bennett, W. O. Ben- 
nett, W. O. Jones, Wesley Thornhill, 

New Zion—M. C. Thomas, N. F. Davis, J. R, Regan, 
Seaman Stognar. 

Salem—D. W. Martin, L. M. Adams, R. L. Boyd. 

Smyrna—D. Z. Magee, B. K. Knight, Jno, Tate, W. H. 
Bullock, J. J. Magee. ; 

Tylertown—J. H. Crawford, A. F. Davis, J. C. Rimes, J. L. 
Low, W. A. Murry, Arthur Williams, J. K. Brumfield, A. D. 
Sauls, E. L. Reeves. 

Union—T. C. Harvey. 

Silver Creek—J. W. Estus, R. L. Simmons, W. H. Me- 
Daniels, Dr. J. E. Brumfield, G. W. Simmons. 





ail as 


On motion the delegates and letters were received, and 
by a further motion, alternates were seated in place of absent 
delegates, 

The body then proceeded with the election of officers for 
the ensuing year. The result of the election was as follows: 

Rev. A. F. Davis, Moderator. 





: W. W. Bullock, Clerk. 
| J. D. Thornhill, Treasurer. 
ae On motion it was agreed that Bro. T. J. Moor. Field In- 


stitute Worker, would preach the Associational sermon. 

After seating Brother Carly Corkern as a messenger from 
the Washington Parish Association, the body adjourned for. 
dinner. 


) AFTERNOON SESSION. 


After singing and prayer the Association was declared 
ready for business. 

On motion it was ordered thst the report on Mission be 
read; it being explained that Brother Moor’s sermon would 
largely take the place of the discussion of this report. The 
report was prepared by Brother H. A. Seott, and in his 
absence, read by Brother Low. After the reading Brother T. 
J. Moore preached, using as a text “Thy Kingdom Come.”’ 
The sermon was followed by a song, after which Bro. A. D. 
Sauls discussed the report. A motion was then made to adopt 
the report on Missions but this niet.on was tabled pending an 
explanation of the Budget System. Following this explanation 


the original motion was taken up and adopted, after changing 
the word adopt to recommend 


Brothers W. A. Murry, A. D. Sauls and J. H. Crawford 
were appointed as abstract committee; but on account of al- 


most unavoidable conditions could not report. 







It was ordered by the Association that the report on 
Sunday Schools be taken up Sunday morning, followed by a 
rmon; and that followed by the report on Temperance. 


The report on Nominations was then read and adopted as 
follows: 


We recommend : 
(1) That the Association hold its next session with the 
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Knox church on the first Friday, Saturday and Sunday in 
October, 1918. 

(2) That Brother W. A. Murry preach the Associational 
sermon. 

(3) That Brother B. B. Breeland be our delegate to the 
S. B. C, 

(4) That Brother J. L. Low be vice-president of the For- 
eign Mission Board. 

(5) That Brother W. F. Hutson be vice-president of the 
Ilome Mission Board. 

(6) That W. A. Murry be vice-president of the State Mis- 
sion Board. 

(7) That Miss Belle Rimes be vice-president of the 
W. M. U. 

(8) That Brother J. C. Rimes write a report on Missions. 

(9) That Brother W. A. Pigott write a report on Denomi- 
national Schools. 

(10) That Brother C. I. Brumfield write a report on 
Publications. 

(11) That W. W. Bullock write on Temperance. 

(12) That Brother W. B. Dunaway write a report on the 


Orphanage. 

(13) That Brother H. A. Scott write a report on Woman’s 
Work. 

(14) That Brother Ora Simmons write on the Baptist 


Hospital. 
(15) That Brother J. D. Thornhill write a report on 


Sunday Schools. 
(16) That Brother J. H. Crawford write a report on Lay- 


man’s Missionary Movement. 
(17) That Brother Edgar Fortinbury write on Aged Min- 


isterial Relief. 
(18) That Brother W. A. Murry write on Enlistment 


Work. s,2 
19. That Brother B. B. Holmes write on Relation of 


Church to Pastor. 
(20) That Brother L. M. 


Education. :; . 
(21) That Brother A. D. Sauls write on Obituaries. 


Adams write on Ministerial 
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(22) That Brothers W. J. O’Quinn, Theo. Pigott, B. B. 
Holmes, I. I. Pigott and J. D. Thornhill constitute an executive 
committee on Layman’s Work. 


(23) That Brothers W. L Pigott, W. B. Dunaway, W. W. 
Bullock, H. A. Scott and Arthur Williams constitute an exec- 
utive committee on Sunday Schools. 


The Association then adjourned till nine o'clock Saturday 
morning. 


SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


After a song the Moderator read a scriptural passage, We 
were then led in prayer by Brother J.D. Thornhill. The Asso- 
ciation was then declared in order for business, following 
which the regular committees were announced. 





There # as no response to a call for correspondence ; so the 
body proceéded with the regular reports. The report on Pub- 
lications was prepared by Brother Arthur Williams, and at 
his request, read by Brother Q. D, Sauls; diseussed by him, 
Brothers Murry and Moore and adopted. 


The report on Denominational Schools was read by Brother 
W. O. Jones in the absence of Brother E. S. Magee. It was 
diseussed by Brothers Jones and Moore and adopted. 


The report on The Orphanage was read by W. W. Bullock, 
discussed by him, W. H. Crawford and Q. D. Sauls. Following 
these discussions the Association took an offering for The 
Orphanage. This offering amounted to $14.22. On motion an 
amendment authorizing the appointment of an Orphanage 


executive committee was added to the report, following which 
it was adopted, 


The report on the Baptist Hospital was read by W. H. 
Bullock, diseussed by him, T. J. Moore and adopted. 

The report on Enlistment Work was left to Brother T. J. 
Moore in the absence of a written report. The work was dis- 


cussed by him with the understanding that a written report 
would be submitted later. 


The body then adjourned for dinner. 


Dy? 
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AFTERNOON SESSION. 


After singing and prayer the Tylertown quartette was, by 
motion, invited to sing Sunday. 

The report on Woman’s Work was not presented, so last 
year’s report was read and adopted. 

The report on Layman’s Missionary Movement was read 
by the chairman, J. D. Thornhill, discussed by him, and 
adopted. : 

By request the report on Aged Minister’s Relief was also 
read by Brother Thornhill, discussed by him and adopted. 

The report on Ministerial Education was read by B. B. 
Breeland, discussed by him and adopted. 

The report on Relation of Church to Pastor was read by 
W. A. Pigott, discussed by T. J. Moore, J. D. Thornhill, W. A. 
Murry and adopted. 

The report on Obituaries was prepared by R. L. Simmons 
and in his absence read by the clerk and adopted. 

The report on Nominations was read by Brother W. A. 
Murry, discussed by him and adopted. 

Correspondence was arranged as follows: 

To Bogue Chitto Association, Brothers A. F. Davis and W. 
A. Murry. 

The State Convention, W. A. Murry and wife, A. F. Davis, 
A. C. Bennett, J. L. Low, Charley Fortinberry, Burley Pitts- 
man, N, F. Davis, James Stallings, Virgil Dillon and wife, 
Otho Blackwell, J. C. Rimes, H. A. Seott, W. J. O’Quinn, W. A. 
Pigott, E. L. Reeves, W. D. Brumfield, J. H. MeDaniel, Daniel 
Smith, Martial Smith and wife, and W. H. Bullock and wife. 

Leave of absence was then granted W. A. Murry, J. L. Low, 
T. O. Harvey, M. D. Brumfield, I. I. Pigott, T. A. Pigott. 

On motion the body then adjourned to meet on Sunday 


at 10 o’elock. 


SUNDAY SESSION. 


After a song and prayer the quartette was introduced and 
sang. Following this the Sunday school report was read by 
J. H. Crawford, discussed by him, J. C. Rimes, T. J. Moore, J. 


D. Thornhill and adopted. 


. 
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The Moderator was then, by motion, empowered to appoint 
a Sunday school executive committee with J. H. Crawford 
chairman. Following is the committee: J, H. Crawford, J. C. 
Rimes, H. A. Scott, B. B. Holmes and W. W. Bullock. 

The appointment of this committee was followed by 
Brother Moore’s sermon. after which an offering was taken 
for the Orphanage. The amount of said offering being $32.82. 

The body then adjourned for dinner. 

In the afternoon session the report on Temperance was 
read by J. C. Rimes, discussed by him, J. H. Crawford, T. J. 
Moore, W. W. Bullock, W. J. O’Quinn and adopted. 

J. C. Rimes also read the resolutions which were adopted 
as read. 


The body then adjourned to meet with the Knox Baptist 
church on Friday before the first Sunday in October, 1918. 


REPORT ON SUNDAY SCHOOL. 


We cannot empliasize too strongly the importance of the 
study of God’s word. Christians cannot be efficient workers 
for the Lord without a knowledge of the Seripture. The Bible 
is the Christian’s chart, telling of the great love of our 
Heavenly Father for us, and his solicitude for our future wel- 
fare, and our duty to Him and His will toward us. We can 
know but little of Him, outside of His blessed Book. The 
more we know of Him, the more we love and desire to honor 
Him in serviee. 

We, as Christians, have each a part to perform in helping 
to save a lost world, and we are under obligation to our fellow 
man and our Heavenly Father to be thoroughly equipped for 
this great work. We are engaged in a great warfare, we are 
forced to meet sin in all its various forms, The word of God 
is the weapon our Heavenly Father has given us with which 
to meet and overcome this great enemy. We will make poor 
progress trying to fight with a weapon with which we are 
unacquainted, 

In the face of these important facts, it is sad to know 
how little God’s blessed word is read and studied. Secular 
newspapers and books have crowded out the Bible. In many 
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Christian families the Bible is not read at all, Parents seem- 
ingly forget the obligation they are under to train up their 
children in the knowledge and fear of the Lord. 

The Sunday school is the teaching department of the 
chureh, and every member of the church should be a member 
of some department of it. At the Sunday school every man, 
woman and child can come and study the Scripture in a syste- 
matic way. By the study of God’s word Christians become 
stronger and the unsaved may be led to the Savior. 

We believe with the proper effort each one can be in- 
duced to become a member of the Sunday School. Our Asso- 
ciation has a membership of 2,652, the Baptist Sunday schools 
in our bounds have about 1,500 pupils enrolled. There are per- 
haps not more than 500 church members enrolled in the Sunday 
schools, which leaves at least 2,000 church members who are 
not enrolled in our Sunday schools, 

The great problem that confronts us now is to get these 
2.000 members enlisted in the Sunday school work the coming 
year. It can be done if we do our best. Can we afford to do 
less ? 

Each Sunday school should have a Cradle Roll and Home 
Department. Those who cannot attend Sunday school should 
belong to the Home Department, The Sunday School Board 
gets out a splendid. quarterly especially suited to this de- 
partment. 

Our Sunday School Convention is being held each 5th 
Sunday, These meetings are being largely attended and we 
believe much good is being done in unifying and enthusing 
our Sunday schools to more efficient work. 

We are engaged in a great work. Let’s go forward the 


coming year. 


»— | 
J. H. CRAWFORD, Chairman. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE. 


Since this Association last met the drive against the strong- 
hold of the liquor evil has continued. Since the organization 
of our Association we have brought to you our annual report, 
we have been able to say, not as a mere figure of speech, but 
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in sober statement of fact. that the year has marked greater 
achievements than ever before. This year this is true in a 
larger degree than ever. 


We have been educating and legislating against this 
greatest of all evils and our successes are very encouraging. 
We now have twenty-six states out of the forty-eight in the 
Union which have abolished the saloon, either by popular vote 
or legislative enactment, It is a matter of profound rejoicing 
to your committee that the states included in the bounds of our 
Southern Baptist Convention have led in this great reform, 
and that our beloved state ean be numbered with them. So 
deep are the convictions of the ministers and members, not only 
of our own denomination. but also of sister denominations, 
and so foreibly has the gospel of temperance and prohibition 
been proclaimed throughout the South that now there are only 
Seven states wholly within the bounds of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, of which this Association is a part, that are willing 
longer to barter the publie peace, the public health and the 
publie morals, by licensing the sale of intoxicating liquor, 

While our victories in the states have been great, our 
victories in the Congress of the United States have been 
greater. The Sixty-fourth Congress, which closed its session 
March 4th, enacted many important and far-reaching prohibi- 
tion measures. For the lack of time and space in publishins 
this report, we cannot mention them. 

In these marvelous achievements we do rejoice and will 
rejoice. The strength of the liquor traffie for the past fifty 
years has been its partnership with the United States goveru- 
ment, the government thinking that the revenues derived 
justified them in licensing the saloon, but since we are now 
facing extraordinary conditions, and we are forced to conserve 
our food supply, and manhood as well, our government has 
taken rigid steps to prohibit the manufacture, transportation 
and sale of intoxicating liquors during the progress of the 
present war, thus breaking the unholy partnership which for 
fifty years has carried on a traffie in human bodies and souls 
far outstripping the devastation of war. and created a slavery 
worse than that existing in any country of the world. 


We, your committee, recommend that we give continued 











and hearty support to the Anti-Saloon League and the Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union; they are the two great nation- 
wide moral, religious, non-partisan organizations which stand 
lor prohibition, and we regard them as the best means for the 
co-operation of the moral forces and the most efficient agencies 
or the overthrow of the saloon. 

We further believe the great world war into which we 
have now entered imposes upon our ministers and churches 
unusual obligations, and offers the Christian spirit unusual 
opportunities to express itself in terms of social and civic 
service, 

We further recommend that we extend our utmost help to 
the Red Cross and other organizations that are undertaking 
to safeguard our young men in training, and soldiers on the 
battle field, and that we do our part through our denomina- 
tional press and through the distribution of literature to give 
such encouragement as we may be able to do. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J.C. RIMES, Chairman. 
W. H. BULLOCK, 
D. Z. MAGEE. 


REPORT ON ORPHANAGE. 


To the Walthall County Baptist Association: 

Your committee on Orpranage beg leave to submit the 
following report: 

The Mississippi Baptist Orphanage, located at Jackson, 
has been in successful operation for 20 years. During this 
time it has furnished food, clothing, shelter and training for 
nearly 800 unfortunate orphan children. Nearly 100 of these 
have been adopted into good Christian homes, many have been 
returned to relatives who grew able to care for them. The 
others have grown up in thé Home and made good. As they 
grow to maturity they go out into the world for themselves. 
Among this last number are teachers, trained nurses, a rail- 
road conductor, a telegraph operator and office men. One is 
studying for the ministry and one to be a foreign missionary. 
Six are in the United States military service, and at least one 
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is with the French army fighting for the freedom of man and 
the peace of the world. 

We believe our orphanage is a valuable addition to those 
factors which ‘contribute to the world’s progress, as well as 
the most appropriate pl; or these little ones who are so un- 
fortunate as to begin life without parental love and many of 
the necessities of life. 

We, therefore, recommend our orphanage to the cordial 
support of our people and recommend that our Sunday schools 
adopt the plan of giving monthly to the orphanage, and that 
our churches and W. M. U.’s se nd supplies of food and clothing, 
taking advantage of the free cars that run the latter part of 
November. 

We would further recommend _ th: it our Moderator 
appoint a committee consisting of a membe ‘r from each church 
and one committeeman at large. same to be chairman. The ob- 
ject of said committee being to see that the claims of the or- 
phanage be presented to each church so that supplies and 

verything meet the free car running in November. 
W. BULLOCK, 
T. C. HARVEY, 


REPORT ON DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOLS. 


To the Walthall County Baptist Association: 

We, your committee on Denominational Schools beg to 
make this. our report: 

Some one has said ‘Knowledge is power,’’ therefore, if our 
boys and girls are to be a power in this world they must have 
an edueation. They must be developed mentally as well as 
physically. The Apostle Paul very ably set this forth when 
he said: ‘‘Study to show thyself approved unto God.”’ Your 
committee believes that children are naturally creatures of 
imitation, therefore the *y should have set before them the best 
example possible. 

We, as a denomination. stand for an open Bible and the 
whole truth that it contains. Hence, it becomes our specific 
duty to bring up our boys and girls ‘‘in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord.”’ “If the Baptist religion is good enough 
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for us, and is the religion taught by the Scriptures, then it is 
the great influence to be thrown around our children. This 
can only ‘be accomplished by educating them in the denomi- 
national schools located at Clinton, for the young men, the 
co-educational school at Newton, the Woman’s College at Hat- 
tiesburg . 
Your committee suggests that everybody patronize one or 
the other of these schools. 
Respectfully submitted, 
E. S. MAGEE, Chairman. 
W. 0. JONES. 


REPORT ON AGED MINISTER'S RELIEF. 


The month of December has been set apart as Ministerial 
Relief month. At this time of the year when we are giving and 
receiving presents it is befitting that we should not forget our 
old ministers, those old pioneer preachers who have. worn 
themselves out in the service of the Master and are now de- 
pendent upon their brethren for support. 

We Baptists of Mississippi have never taken care of these 
old ministers as we should, many of them have suffered in 
silence, many of them have gone to their graves in want. This 
ought not to be. Last year we had nineteen beneficiaries on 
this fund, eleven old ministers and eight ministers’ widows. 
Last year we received just enough to give these the small 
pittance of $7. per month. The Budget committee at the Con- 
vention in Columbus fixed the Budget for Ministerial Relief at 
$2,500. The churches are asked to give this amount. Your 
committee would urge the churches of this Association at the_ 
the December meetings this year to take a special collection for 
this fund. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. D. THORNHILL, Chairman. 
W. B. MecDANIEL. 


REPORT ON PUBLICATION. 


A reference. to the statistics showing the relation between 
illiteracy and crime, will prove the value of publication, which 
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is one of the foundation stones of education. And if, ‘‘as a 
man thinketh, so is he,’’ be true, it is also true that his thinking 
is largely determined by his reading. 

We, therefore commend the reading of clean and whole- 
some periodicals and newspapers, as well as the better sort of 
general literature. But we strongly condemn the trashy ‘yel- 
low back’ type, together with Russelite and so-called Christian 
Science propaganda, as being pernicious and unfit for use. 

It is a most lamentable fact that the Book of Books— 
the Book which we acknowledge as the Word of God, is so 
sadly neglected. We speak with righteous pride of the fact 
that there are more copies of the Bible printed and distributed 
today than ever before. Yet how few professed Christians 
are actually reading and studying the Book. It is our opinion 
that the indifference of our chureh membership today is due to 
their failure in this respect. We would, therefore, most earn- 
estly urge a return to the family altar, or at least a daily read- 
ing of the Bible in every home. 

We do not endorse the so-called non-denominational lit- 
erature for our Sunday schools. In order to be well developed 
characters, we must have clear-cut convictions—we must be 
something definite by intelligent choice. Not only because 
we are Baptists, but because there is no better class of Sunday 
school literature. Let us use the publication of our Southern 
Baptist Publishing House at Nashville. We cannot afford to 
be less true in using the means of teaching in our church than 
other denominations are to theirs. We believe that the song 
service in Sunday schools and churches is more profitable 
where fugitive productions are avoided, and books prepared or 
endorsed by the great gospel singers of our convention are 
employing, _ 

The only way in which our people can be induced to co- 
operate heartily in the work of church, is to be familiar with 
its different phases. — The Home Field and Foreign Mission 
Journal (now consolidated ), Which comes much cheaper than 
formerly, will keep us in touch with the whole mission field— 
and The Royal Service will be of much help and inspiration to 
the young folks. The Orphanage Gem and the Hospital News 
should be in every Baptist home. There are more than two 
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hundred orphans in Jackson depending, under God upon us for 
food and clothing. Many times if we knew just what, and how 
urgently they needed, we would gladly help them. The Or- 
phanage Gem keeps us informed. 

If any one of our church papers be given preference, let 
it be The Baptist Record, our State paper. In this paper we 
vet a bird’s eye view of the entire field, and obtain in- 
formation, though briefly, of every department of the work. 

The business, social and political world spends time, money 
and energy in publication. Can we, who profess to be saved by 
unmerited grace, afford to do less for Jesus, who loves us and 
washed us from our sins in his own precious blood? All our 
chureh periodicals would cost about half as much as one daily 
newspaper. Yet, if we would let the Bible be the constant 
revivalist and read these papers in the light of that revival fire, 
what happy, willing workers we would be in the vineyard of 
our Lord, 

Respectfully submitted, 
ARTHUR WILLIAMS. 


REPORT ON BAPTIST HOSPITAL. 


To the Walthall County Baptist Association : 

We, your committee, on the Baptist Hospital, beg to make 
this, our report : 

We have ascertained so far as possible the statistics of the 
workings of the Hospital located at Jackson, Miss., up to the 
close of this Associational year, and find them to be as follows: 





POG, MRI conc ci eae uwsnaesavaniew i beck hed epee ys 
Oe SP eer Tree Serr ere Perce r rete 93 
ENG: ANG BRS Haas. 5s icsid i cec kg asensees Senses 157 
Tetal of aff pationthc.. 00. ssccsceccsececorecnses 511 
Your committee believes that the hospital is doing a noble 
work, is trying to follow the glorious example of our Lord in op 


caring for the infirmities of our less fortunate fellow-creatures, 
It has been the erying need of suffering humanity throughout 
all ages, to have some one to care for them. This, Wwe were try- 
ing to do when we took up this work. Now it rests absolutely 
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with the Baptists of Mississippi to say whether this work is to 
be a success or failure. Brethren, let’s wake up to the great 
truth that our Lord said, ‘‘inasmuch as you did it unto one of 
the least of these you did it unto me.”’ 
Respectfully submitted. 
W. H. BULLOCK, Chairman. 
SEYMOR STOGNER. 


REPORT ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION. 


To the Walthall County Baptist Association : 

Education is training. therefore it is necessary for one to 
be well trained that he may be the better edueated. thereby 
bein x able to do the most « od 

Ecueation has made rapid strides in every walk of life 
Within the past decade, and. of course, to continue this great 
work, it is very necessary for us to give of our means to the 
maintenance of schools, Seminaries and Theological Institu- 
tions; whereby the young men of the country may secure an 
education that they may be prepared to carry the great work 
of preaching the Gospel to every land. 

The business man no longer tolerates the thought of hav ing 
ignorant and incompetent employees in his business—then why; 
should we allow the man who is called of God to go out into the 
world as a teacher of the greatest calling given to man. un- 
prepared. 

The unedueated man is no longer the leader in causes per- 
taining to the progress of civic and religious improvement. 

God said, *‘study if you wish to find favor in the Lord.’’ 
Moses was a learne] man in all the works of the Egyptians. 
Paul was taught as to the correctness of the law. 

Christ preached to the disciples and taught them as to what 
manner of prayers they should pray. Then why shouldn’t we 
prepare the way for our young ministers to be taught in God’s 
eternal truths, 

We find many preachers over our country today who are 
preaching for a mere pittance because they have never been 
able to finish college work. 

There seems to be a common sentiment among the people, 
that this work is of no importance, and therefore they do not 
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reel that it is of any concern to them, hence they leave it all 

to the other fellow. 

The calling to the ministry is the highest ealling God gives 
to man, then how much should we, who are only workers of the 
Laiety, contribute to this one all important work? because 
the man who is called to the ministry gives not only his means, 
but his life and all his work to the saving of lost men and 
women of this world, of which there are many, for we know 
the harvest is ripe and the laborers are few. 

Hold him-up for he is Christ’s ambassador to a lost world. 

That man of God, hold him in honor on his work’s account, 
and on his Master’s, 

Though a man he be, and with his flock partake corruptions 
fount, 

Holy and reverened is his ministry, and, hark! a voice sounds 
from the heavenly mount, he that despiseth you, despis- 
eth Me. 

In conclusion will say that in addition to the many contri- 
butions received throughout the state, Mrs. Lizzie George Hen- 
derson, has given! to the aged ministers the J. Z. George home- 
stead at Carrollton, Miss., which consists of eight hundred 
acres of land, and the old home, making a combined gift of 
approximately $50,000 which is to be known as the J. Z. George 
Home for Aged Ministers. 

Therefore, let us pray and with our prayers send our 
money, that the young preachers may be thus stimulated, that 
God’s power shall rule the universe, in spite of the influence 
which has poisoned the minds of a large number of human 
beings, by an enraged and drunken ruler, and that the aged 
and infirm may he held up to the world as a beacon light to all 
mankind. : 

Respectfully submitted, 
B. B. BREELAND 
G. M. PITTMAN, 


J. D. THORNHILL. 
Committee. 


REPORT ON LAYMAN’S MOVEMENT. 


No radical changes have been made in the plans of the 
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Layman’s Missionary Movement during the last Associational 
year. Meetings have been held in a number of the churches. 
which will no doubt result in much good to the cause, The 
Layman’s Missionary Movement was begun about eleven years 
ago, but in this short time it has exerted an influence which 
has been felt throughout all Christian lands and in all mission 
fields. 

During this period the Layman’s movement has reached 
and influenced a larger number perhaps than any other reli- 
gious movement during the same length of time. 


The Layman’s movement has brought forth abundant fruit 
in our state and elsewhere in lar 





ger increased contributions to 
mission causes many noble Laymen have found opportunities 
they had not found elsewhere to get into active service and to 
do some definite and effeetive work for God. 

While we have made rapid progress, yet our work has just 
begun. There are millions dying each year without hope. | 
These facts are enough to arouse every Christian to respond to: 
the great commission of our Savior, ‘‘Go ye, therefore and © 


teach all nations.’’ During the coming year we hope to ac- 


complish more than ever before. 

We recommend that each church of our 
the scriptural plan of systematic giving 
hess and negligence impose upon our eor 


Association adopt 
, and not by careless- 
responding secretaries 
the burden of borrowing money to carry on the Lord’s business. 

That we divide the territory into two or three parts and 
that a committee of two be appointed to each division so that it 
will be more convenient for these committee 
hold meetings during the coming year. 


J. D. THORNHILL, Chairman. 
D. W. MARTIN. 


S to arrange and 


REPORT ON RELATION OF CHURCH TO PASTOR. 


The relation of the chureh to the pastor is very close in- 
deed and should be so considered by every member. They should 
feel that he is fulfilling God's divine command to go and teach 
my people, and we should ive him the support necessary for 
him to study and know God’s word. for the Lord hath ordained 
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that they which preach the gospel shall live of the gospel. (I 
Cor. 9:14), We should not only give him a temporal support, 
but our earnest prayers and a hearty co-operation in all his un- 
dertaking for the advancement of the Kingdom. We are too 
much inelined in these advanced times to treat our pastor as a 
stranger, merely a paid servant with whom we have no sympa- 
thy, other than pay him his salary. 

Our pastors are bearing the burdens of the unsaved as well 
as the saved, and should give themselves continually to prayer 
and to the ministry of the word. To a certain extent the pastor 
is responsible for the spirit prevailing in the church if he con- 
tinues long as.pastor. If his church grows in grace and in the 
knowledge of hrist, we may know that the pastor is leading 
them in the right direction, and the church is giving him her 
hearty support. May the pastor and church feel their unity as 
never before. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. A. PIGOTT. 


REPORT ON MISSIONS. 


Of all the strange things under the sun, nothing is stranger 
than an unmissionary Christianity. With a Missionary God 
above us, a Missionary Bible before us, the blood of a Missionary 
Christ upon us, and His spirit within our hearts, a sacred Mis- 
sionary trust in our keeping, and the myriad voices of manifold 
Missionary needs resounding in our ears; the Christian who 
ignores the Missionary obligation is guilty of disobedience to a 
Heavenly Father, disloyalty to a Sovereign, ingratitude to a 
Saviour, dishonesty in administering toward his fellowmen. 

In many and marvelous ways God has shown his approval 
of our Missionary labors. He heard and answered the prayers 
of His people for the opening of the doors and hearts. He en- 
dowed the pioneers with holy heroism that they might by ‘‘en- 
deavoring hardness’’ lay deep the foundation of the work. He 
has honored the efforts of his far-flung battle lines in sending 
salvation to the multitudes. And now in a manner magnificent 
to behold He is arousing His people throughout Christendom to 
the tremendous importance of the work. 

Never before in the history of Missions have we had such 
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prosperity as in the past year. Notwithstanding the mighty 
struggle of the world war in which we are now engaged. Many 
have refused to give their money for the evangelization of the 
heathen and now we are compelled to give our sons in the bloom 
of their youth to die in the defense of the principles for which 
Christianity stands, has stood. and will ever stand, until Jesus 
the King of Heaven and Earth, Shall come again and establish 
in the heart of mankind the principles of universal and ever- 


lasting peace. 
WORK OF THE BOARDS. 


Now let us examine the last re ports of the three boards. The 
Foreign Mission Board. which is loeated at Richmond. Va., with 
Bro. J. F. Love as secretary, the Home Mission Board, which is 
located at Atlanta, Ga.. with Bro. B. D. Gray as secretary, the 
State Mission Board, which is located at Jackson. Miss., with 
Bro. J. Benj. Lawrence as secretary, 

l. FOREIGN MISSIONS The total receipts of the 
Foreign Mission Board for last year, including the amount paid 
on the debt and for its general work, are $759,356.57, and in- 
eluding the Judson Centennial, a total of $964,186.96. The 
money for current support and debt comes from the following 
sources :—$728,265.52 in contributions by echurehes and allied 
organizations and individuals: $6,083.52 from bequests ; $6,700.00 
from annuities maturing ; $6,000.00 from a ‘Northern Friend ;’’ 
$5,000.00 from Sunday School Board. and Southern Baptist 
Convention ; $3,175.00 from China Medical Board. 

Now what was done with the money ? $54,775.61 were used 
to meet home expenditures of every character, including items 
authorized by the Convention. interests, ete., and $529,405.93 
actually reached the foreign field. 

The work of the Board. The number of our churches on 
the Foreign Field total 458, with a membership of 47,161. The 
native contributions during 1916 were $132,371.00. There were 
6,347 baptisms. We have 307 foreign missionaries and 809 na- 
tive workers, who conducted 474 schools of all grades, which has 
an enrollment of 12.930 students. Our 15 medical Missionaries 
treated 67,556 patients. 

2. HOME MISSIONS.—Total receipts of Home Missions 
last year: The total receipts of the Board for all objects were 
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$474,792.00 whlie the administration costs were $22,638.00, or 
only 4.7 per cent. 


THE WORK DONE—The Board reported 37,724 baptisms, 
22,945 of which were creditable directly to Home Missions, while 
the rest were creditable to co-operative agencies, 


The Southern Baptist Convention at New Orleans, La., in- 
structed the Board to pursue its work on the basis of an appor- 
tionment of $505,193.00, and the annual meeting of the Board in 
June planned the year’s work on that basis. It is the first time 
Southern Baptists have undertaken to raise half a million for 
Home Missions, but the abounding needs and opportunities call 
for it. 

3. STATE MISSIONS—Total receipts of State Missions: 
The State Mission Board received last year from all sources 
’ $38,022.41, and this was disbursed as follows: Pastorial Sup- 
port $16,456.85; Enlistment $4,855.00: Sunday School and 
B. Y. P. U. Work. $3,671.23; Associational Missionaries, 
$1,589.02; Woman’s Work. $2,148.38: Convention Purposes, 
printing minutes, paying recording secretary, ete., $350.37; of- 
fice foree, ineluding salary and expense of corresponding secre- 
lary, $3,670.50; office expense, including printing $4,247.57. 


With these facets before us, and the outstanding needs of the 
three boards, we, your committee, wish to recommend: 


1. That this Association recommend the budget plan in toto 
as recommended by the State Convention and urge our churches 
to adopt fully the denominational plan. Endorsing Home usages 
on basis of 50 per cent. division. 

2. That earnest prayer be made for Missions as represen- 
ted by the denomination, and ask every pastor of the association 
to preach at least one sermon each on Foreign, Home and State 
Missions during the coming Associational year. 

3. That Mission Classes be formed in every church so ‘that 
our knowledge of the Mission task may be increased. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. A. SCOTT, 
W. W. BULLOCK, 
J. L. LOW. 














REPORT ON OBITUARIES. 


Your committee on Obituaries beg to report the following: 


OUR DEAD. 


Magee’s Creek—Jesse Walters. 

Mera—May Simmons Thornhill. 

Tylertown—Sister B. H. Coleman, Brother M. H. Holmes, 
Brother J. T. Parker. 

Union—D. A. Breeland. 

Smyrna—Sister Alice Sandifer. 

New Zion—Sister Lula Fortinberry, Brother Barnett For- 
tinberry, Sister Mary Magee, Brother Hosea Davis, 

Salem—Sister Laura Boyd, Sister Louceil Jones. 

Enon—Brother Esco O’Quinn, Sister Salina Lewis. 

Your committee would recommend that the Association 
devote a page or more if needed to enter the names of our 
dead a simple memorial page. 

R. L. SIMMONS. 
T. A. PIGOTT, 





REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


Received for Associational purposes ................. - $48.00 
State Missions. Smyrna chureh ....................°. 3.60 
$91.60 
R. L. SIMMONS. 

J. W. ESTES. 


REPORT OF TREASURER. 


As treasurer of Walthall County Association I submit my 
annual report: 


Received from associational purposes ....__ oseccccce eS 43.45 
State Missions from Smyrna church ...............__ 10.00 
PON. sag dels east atest gsc occ, te 16.76 
te SUE SS tinacinsaor veaseeesy acetic scene it 3.04 
For delegate to S. B. Convention ................. 30.00 


Total .. OE ST SSO OS VEE NEON aw de es eddssance cele 





Disbursements 

Printing Minutes CMSANS Cee ewes ecenrvnsectessecnes 9800 
State MOE Keaxendsiceedensveveneed dices... 10.00 - 
EWN CAE: semua ie FIV 5OF EET ved sks oledeece.,.., 10.00 
OFRRBORRG a 5.0ik sein sinsie sais sedenisdis'a vxddcunie ncn, 16.76 
NOONE 6 S56 os tes en ee tte kiinaeetarscdicss... 3.00 
Money orders and stamps ....................... 5 
Delegate to S, B. Convention ...................... 30.00 

ML: ox inngaw ania Aethwipusiseaixetin xvas ta $106.01 

J. D. THORNHILL, Treasurer. 
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